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The NJTPA 

r· NorthjOt'Se)' 'lbmsportati<m 1>Iannini Aurhof. 
II lty is the &decany authorized MeIropollbm Plan-
, Ding Otpaillldon (Ml'O) tor the 13~ 

aonhllla New jeacy RIPon. 1be fedenl aovemment 
.eqalres each urBanized rqpoa ofthc colllltly co _II­
IIehanMl'O to pcoWde local guIda.<c ~ the 11111 of 
feden1 uallSpC).dBlloa fualfiog ami to _It is spout 
~veIy toimprOft mobility; anppOtteconomic 
p10pCSS and saloguud the 0II\IiJ0ament. 

The NJTPA _ over $2. billion in trDaapotta­
don investmeDlS everyyeu II:lIDal.~_porta­
don a_. approves p.r0p0se4 _po.tUtion 
improvement projects and provides R forum for Ia­
terapncy COOplll'lltioa = public input into fundiua 
decisiODs. II: also 8pOIdOl'S and 0011"-studies, u­
slslS coUDlf p1aapiqg ageacies IIIlIiIDOJlitoa compli­
ance with natlcmal air qullty pis. 

The NJ11'A_ the fourth mott populous MPO 
rqpoa in the aation. with twill 6.1 million pcOpIe 
ancl3.2 miUionjobs. The 13-coumy tegiOilcovers 
4,2.00 sq_ miles. which is baJf the state's Iaa<I 
_, and iaclude 384l111111icipalities. 

The l'qI'PA Board CODSisfll of ODe elected o.fflcIai 
from each of the .a's 13 collll1ies; lletpI, &sex, 
Hudson. Hunterdon, MidcIlesex, Monmouth, Mof. 
riB, Ocean. Passaic:, SoJDerset. S-. Unioa, IIIlIi 
Wuren; amlltstwO Iarpt cities, Newadt =J ..... 
II!f CIty. '!he Board also indudes a Govomol's Rep­
-tative, the Commjuiour of the NJne,-

NlTPA Board of Tmstas Muting, NSIIItIIi 

ofTransportadoJl, the Ibrecutlve na-ofNJ 
'Iiansit = the Port Alltbotity of NY Ik N] aad a 
Citireas' RepreseatatiYe appointed by the Govemor. 

1'UI'PA Bou:d meetings are betel bi-monthly = are 
open to the pabiic. Th. meeting schcdu1ecan be 
foaadat ~njtpa.otg. 

.:T .r 
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FOr more than two centuries, northern New Jersey 
h .. adapteclto meet tbe demancls of. cbanging 
economy and a grawing population. In the lale 

19th ='wr, the region evolved from a by-way between 
'\Yo major cities 10 become a major population cen .... 
producinS goods for th. nation. Loter, with shin. in na­
.ional.nd global commerce, it beeame the East Coast's 
freight distribution hub and the home of office parks, 
corporate headquamrs, world-cla .. educational insliru­
.iORS and ...... rcb facilities. 

These cbanll" bave occurred in an incredibly diverse 
Itndscape th., rang .. from the famed Jersey Shore ro 
,h. ru.ed hill. in Ih. region'. nonhwesr, .psonins 
d ..... urban cenlers, wid. open .uburban townships and 
rural farming conununilies. Stitcbing toselh .. this landscape i. an extenSive 
uansporrarion system-an jntricate network of roads, raillincs, riycr crossings, 
marin. cbannel., walkways and bikewaya--whicb has conlinuaHy be.n up­
graded and expanded ro meet the region'. evolving need •• 

Today, die (cgi~ikr the nalion-faces an uncertain and challenging iuture. 
A global economic crisis bas disrupted a regional economy that aenerally h .. 
been vibrant for much of th.lm 10 years. The region's many IIIICll-including 
an edUCllled workfotce and diversified business sectol'-remain largely intac. 
and ready to form the foundation for • strong recovery. On. of the most .... n­
tial olth ..... sets is the region's mulri-modal transportation system, developed 
over more th.n a century. 

With Plan 1035, the North jersey Transportation Planning Authority (N]J1>A, 
the federally authorized Motropofibln Planning Organi2ation for this 13-county 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ' PIAN 2035 

rosion' once again 
looks to adapt and 
shape the transpo ..... -
tion network to sleer 
th. rosion through the 
nea .... term economic 
downturn to a polili .. 
long-term future. The 
plan also ••• b 10 ad­
duu other critical 
cbaU.nges over the 
nexr 2S years. inchKl-

~-.------

I ~j1j~;.it"'~.iJ'I .:= · ,'xit'lr .... i~.'!"' • 
. ' ,niilt il,i[klil f."rrrw i twfril · 
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• ..... and .............. quality flfllClluNi .c • ..,.1IInu and .... hu_ 
~,. 

• ........ ffw .... ,r ............... _ .......... iua.,..... ...... . 
.lin .. current .... future .uat ... .. 

• 1IeIaiIl ..... , __ • ___ adhiIy ......... 1iII ... ... 

• linho • .,._ ell ........... efllclency ... in ......... , _1IICIh~ 

• Malntain ... ...,t ....... ' ..... I' .. Ion.,...minll __ ....... .... 
• SeIect ....... pl .... IwI_.......,.that .... lrt .... ~ ...... of ...... _ 

with II. Ip .allea .,...... .. 

ing developing livable communiti .. while coping with clim.", change, .chievlng 
greater energy efficiency and providing mobility choices for travelers through­
out the region. 

Foundation 

Current uncerrainti~ environmenral and otherwisb-make planning 
15 years .bead men complicated than e""" But today's choices will guide devel­
opment of tomorrow'. transportation systelD-illld doing nothing i. not an op­
tion. A steady stream of invesnnen .. must mo •• towards construction in 
anticipsDon of future transporbltlon needs. The N]TPA has Iong-establisbed 

2 

goals, shown above, to guide 
planning and investment deci­
sions. 

Failure to address the chalienp 
facing the region could threoten 
the region's _r-tenn recovery 
and Iong-rerm vitality. This is os­
peciaUy the case wh.n it comes 
to climate cbange-l.ck of 
progress beginning today could 
I .... th. region, nation and 
world facinS an unprecedented 
environmental crisis in years to 
come. 

PlAN 2035 > EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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Congr ... """ recognized die importance of long-range metropolitsn transporta­
tion planning for meeting these soru of .haUong .. and charged MPO. with cre­
ating and updaling long-range plans like Plan 2035. The NjTPA'. goals and 
plaMing ptocts. are fully In k""ping wilh federal guidance. 

, - -

I": NJTPA ,Region'al Capitol Investment Strategies 
I . , 

. ... __ --'.--" ......... _dL .... ~ 
• Malat ............. ___ • 
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• ..... "..., - Gild 111)0 
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• 51 FP I I wa1Ici&&8 .... 1&Ic) .. .. 

Developing Plan 2035 

Plan 2035 build. on Ihe foundation of Ihe t-UTPA'. previous long-range plan, 
Access at Mobility 2030. For duu pi .... the NJTPA Board of Trusrees devel­
oped a SlnIrtgy for investing furure fundinll available to our region. This a..-
lIional Capitsllnvestment Slraregy and its eigbt key 
principles, shown above, remaio central 10 Plan 2035. 

In developing Plan 2035, the NJTPA explored new strategies 
and proice" 10 achieve rh ... principia in lisht of changing 
condilion. and the unprecedented challenges facing our .... 
gion. In doing so, the NJTPA drew upon insishts garhered 
during exttnsi-.e regional oUlrea.h, including a wide-ranging 
·visioning" process. This ouJteach gathered views from 
nearly a thousand iodividuals in every corner of the region 
and .. lied 00 experts from around the .... '" and nation to 
lead discussions on key issues. The NJTPA also conducted 
extensive Itchnia" ana""is, including forecusting of trends Wlionl"g ...... 6o'. Sturtm .. eo...,. 
and conditions and computer modeling of three fulUre mos-
portarion ... uarios. Throughout the development of Plan 2035, thc NJTPNs 
active and committed Board of Trustees directed the process. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ' PlAN 2035 5 



HoWen Tlrmindl, HudlOll County 

Plan 2035 thus r.presents th. result of efforts 10 sys­
tematically analyze, ...... and prioritize a host of op­
tions rel.ting to the future of transportstion in the 
region. The policies, projeets and reeommendations it 
presents are steps th.t will help safeguard the region'. 
future. 

Transportation Challenges 

Over the next 25 years, the reglon's transportation 
system will need to RrVe a population ."peered to 
grow [Q 7.8 million, an inere .... of 16 percent (1.1 
million) from 2009.l!mployment .lso i. projecrulto 
lIfO"> reaching 3.7 million, an incr .... of 17 perc.nt 
(515,000). At th. same time, th. transportation sys­
rem will condnue to serve a divenc and dynamic 

economy. Growth DIlly take a somewhat lower trajectory due to the lingering 
effec .. of the current downturn, but over the next 25 years New Jemy can ex­
pect EO maintain its position among the nation's largest state eeonornies. De­
spite i .. small size, New Jersey tanked eighth in Gross State Domestic ProcIua 
in 2007. And most of the state's industry and employment is located in the 13 
counties of the NJTPA reglon. 

The coming decades are sure to see shifts in the nature of employment in the re­
gion. In .ddition to jobs supporting new technologies and "green· industries, 
experts suggest that higher global transport costs could push new manufactur­
ing operations closer to population centers such.s northern New Jersey. What­
ever form the .. shifts hike, the transportation system wiD see growing demand. 
such as! 

• The region1s parr, air cargo and distribution faa1ities win continue to move 
freight on • massive scale via roads, rails .nd WlIterways; 

• The region'. corporate, commercial and indllllrial facili~mainly located in 
major cities like Newark and Jersey City, .. well .. along major roodway cor';' 
dors-will continuo 10 generate travel by ntillions of people each day, mostly 
by car in the suburbs bur increasingly by transit in many denser locations; 

• Participation in the larger metropolitan economy will require increased enm­
muting across the Hudson River to .nd from New York City, n.arly aU by 
transit; and 

• Non-work travel by residents and visitors a. weU as trips by those traveling 
through the state will.dd further burdens ro n .. rly overy transporhltion fa­
cility. 

6 PLAN 2035 • EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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The NJTPA must prepare to meet thes. ris­
ing d<monds 10 avoid exacerbating today's 
problems. These Include congested road­
ways, safery hazard. for drjYe" and pedes­
trians, delays affeCling goods deliverie., 
lack of access to nil and bus .ervices, aecel­
<rating deterioration of the region's aging 
infnstructure and the ongoing effects of 
spnwl developmenL 

Efr.ctively responding to thm: challenges 
will depend in largo pan on the a""nability 
of transportation fundina. And yet funding 
trends wiD liIt.ly follow the lower rrajectory 
of economic growth iraelf. In addition, 

11;116_, Borre' Co,mly funding mechanisms now relied upon may 
nor be adequate in the future. In particular, 
with an increasIngly efficient OUIO fleet, the gasoline IlIlC likely win yield declin­
ing revenues if kept in its current form and at ClUrent rates. In addition) there 
will he a need for a scabl. funding source for increased transit operations. 

Scenario Planning 

In creating Pion 2035, the NJTPA considered yarious levels of funding and in­
vestments in three future scenarios; 

• A Baseline Scenario that ""nllnues current .. ends and funding levels. 

• A Plan 2035 Scenario that includes increased funding and chanses to .... 
gionslland u .. to emph .. ize smart growlh. 

• An Aspirationsl Scenario with substantial funding increas .. and more exten-
sive lapd use cbanges. 

The Plan 203S Scenorio serves •• che federally requiml, lisaallr constrained in­
vestment plan for the region. Invertments made undet this .. enario will main­
lain and moderately improve the system'. "state of good repair" and improve 
performance to cope with incr .... d travel while safeguarding futwe eoonomic 
growth. Modeling suggests lhat the inYeltmenta and srrntegies under the Plan 
20JS Scenario can cue average daily vehicle delay by J percent, 8 ..... U but sig­
nlficlnt amount glwn the projected increase in ,",vol demand over coming 
decades. 

Under the Pion 2OJ5 Scenario, significant additional revenue &om current or 
new funding sources will be needed 10 pay for investments. Tbt: Plan 2035 Sce­
nario can. for a 1.2 percent annual increase in state funding and a 2 percenl 

COlltilOl.OI. PtJp 10 

eXECUTIVE SUMMARY · PIAN 2035 7 
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The-NlJTPA{s Plan 203:5 caUs for. • • I 

• •• repalrins anti mal ..... l ... infnulnlcture 
f'laA 2035's "fix it first" agenda makes prasenaIian of .... region's go 

isting, haMIy used IranspoI1aIioA inl'raslrtldula Iha NJlPA's highest ill" 
_hnent priatlly. 

• • • encouraglna smart al.wIIt ancllivabl. 
communities 
Under PIcm 2035. the NJJ1'A mils fa- sustainahla dav.!opment !hat 
labu advanlage of IRInllil-orienled development, mbcacl-use ~ 
and walkabte neighlxxf!oods to -'" truly r.m.le cammunilies. 

• •• sianificaldly increasiRs invest .. wnt in ...... 
gionallnlftSpAlNlion over the next 25 yaarJl 
f'Icua 2035 calls _i-.ing transportaIIan ilMlSlnwlt by CIJIIII'C)Xt­
maIIIy 46pnent -'trw thell8lCt two _das, withMxllng 
chwn Lam stable and dedicated slate and 1'ecIeraI_1o MJp pay 
r." cap!'Jo1 anct~ CIOIIs. 

• ••• "realns dimale c ..... 
flail 2035 ..... NlfPA an _to dMIap a regional w-hause 
gas iIMIl~....due» IramporiaIion-NIaIad ~hauae gas emlAions 
ancJpl1!fllllll to adaptlhe region's inlraslrvcluAl to cape with Iha.rr.:ts 
of dimalll c:Ixmga. 

••• SUpportina "'Comp'''' SIreets" IhNtlahout 
........ ion 
flail 2035 ena>urages macI designs and i-m.BAIs that maIca sIIIIets 
accasslble _safe for aIIth. raglan' ........ and bavallllS, indue!­
inrl pedestrians aad hic:ydlsls. 

I 
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• .• dealin. with road .... tiorllhrou.h 
targetecll.."W.iiiWIIS 
Plan ~35 recogna "" limllalians and ClCIIISIPIinls CIA buddlng.­
IOGds and thus foc:UIIIS 011 key.tem l..--nls ID acIchss prab­
Iematic ar missing in_changes. i",,_ inr..sediCllls and signalim­
!ian sys ...... and installintelligenl transpariatloa Syslems (ITS) lachnal­
cey wild. malcins llmilad, sBlec:ma 8lCpClRlians 10 the nxxl MIworIc. 

· •. expanding anclenhancing public Iroasit 
fIan 2035 includes CICIIlSIFudIcx.aftha N.ass TraASIt TIIAAIII ilncfar the 
Hudson Rr-.lIXfICIIISiaRoftailsemCIB in the lllgiani imp.-mllnls 10 
tha raeiarl. bill system through greaIar servlae, iIIY_lIenls in bus pi­
arily IIeafInenIs and Bus Rapid Transit; anal pnwision af fII""III!r access 
III transit "'rough.h. anal parlc-and-rides. 

· .. maldn. all mod •• af transpartation safer 
and mont secu .. 
Plan 2035 supports a range af sal8ly imaslmanls, incIudiArJ i~ 
nails III inlerdtanges and intwsectians, MU1 nxxfs, pedestrian cr0ss­

ings, bic:yde limes, tIS and _, as wall slralaglas, r.chnolagtes altd 
prajecIs thai hefp Inc:rmse SKUrIIy on !he fransparlalian neIwork and 
impRIW -.xdion planniRg. 

· . . facllitatin. mullimodal .oods movement 
to pro ...... economic .rowth 
In Plan 2035, lite NnPA recagnias !he imparlanae of !night 10 the ... 
gion'. -lDIII)' and caDs ror invasIInenls and policies lhatw.11 belp the 
ngian hard. a pojaclad dcMling of c:arga wilh multiple franspCllfa­
IioA mades, including mare efficient truck shipment and a greatar rat. 
Iar rail, air and marina freight. 

4-12 
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annual increase in federal funding in 2009 doD .... Taking inm account an a.­
sumed inflation rate 0/3 percent per year, the needed annual in ....... would 
be 4.2 percent in stare funding and 5 pereeru in federal funding. 

Total funding would increa .. from the current I .. el of $2.6 billion per year m 
more than 57 billion per year by 2035, yielding $141 billion in inRatioo-lld­
jusced dollars over the fife of the plan. The Baseliue Scenario-which represents 
continued "business as usual"-would generate only $92 billion. 

" ~ 

-. I 

10 

In 2009 dolla..., these funding assumptions IlllDsI.te 
into $91 billion for the Plan 2035 Scenario, compared 
to 563 billion for the Baseline Scenario. 

Plan 2035 discus,es ICYeral ways to generate these 
sorely needed funda-extonding the gas tax, institut­
ing 8 mileage tax, using congesdon pricing ap­
proaches, increased tolling and other methods_ 
Reaching consensus on how to collect this revenue 
will be neither simple nOr easyl participants in vision­
ing workshops recognQed the need for more funding 
for transportation, but they showed Iitde agreement 
on the options. 

Ultimately, the hard choices about how 10 pay for the 

PlAN 2035 · EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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region', lonc-term _<Is will be made by ~ected 
official. at the sllIte and federal 1...,1. in coordina­
tion with NJTPA Trustees. Plan 2035 .. sumes thar 
national and SlDte leadership will provide the sup­
pan needed ro SlIfeguard and improve rhe region's 
tlllnsporration infrastruc:ture-just as they bave 
done time and apin in the past. 

Funding improvemenlJ 8t the I .. eft described in 
the Aoplrational Scenario would lead 10 signifi­
cantly mort progress. This approacb would .-.quire 
increasing mtre funding by an a.enge of 7.9 per­
cent annually and federal funding by nearly 7 po .. 
cent annually (both wellaboye the ll$Umed PM,. •• I $1_,,- ",,4 HMd .... "",,"ia 

inflation rate). It would yield S209 billion in inlla· 
tion-adjUJted dollus rhrougb 2035. Wah this funding, mainlmaDCe would con· 
sume a mullier portion of available funds, leaving more taOIIrces for 
expansions and improvements 10 the road and ra~ systems. This would boost 
transit trips by &0 poteent and cut road delays by 8 peteent from eurront levels. 

A.o the hard choices about futuro funding are made, the impac:a and oppDtruni­
ties under these various .scenari05 musr be seriously considered. 

Plan 2035 5cenario-A Realistic VISion 

The investment "IIenda in tho Plan 2035 Scenario is guided by rhe eight invest­
ment principles .hown on pale S and works toward making tb. rogional vision 
• reaUty. Key initiatives include the following: 

Fix it First 

Maintenance, preservation and repair of rite region's extensive existing infra­
StrUCNre I. the tOp priority. N .. rly two-thirds of a.ailable funding wiD go to­

ward needed maintenance-particularly on the region" bridga-rhat 
acc:umulates each year and removing safety hazards whert they exisr. 

Addnss Road Congrstion with Trugmd Investment 

To handle rising lravel d~.nd despite consttained funding, Plan 2035 empha­
sizes maldng the system more efficient. New ,ochnolQBi<o-lntdligent Trans­
ponation Systems (ITS) measures-<)fler grast long-term promise for a 
"smaner" .y .... m. In addition, tarseted capiral projeCl&-<luch •• eliminating 
roadway bottlenecks, modernizing mflle signal systems, redesigning interse.,. 
tions, compltring panial highway interchanges or creatine new pork and 
ride&-<:lln make tho system mort offielenr even as demand re. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ' PlAN 2035 11 
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Among the methods for identifying appropriate area. for improvements, the 
NJTPNs Strategy Evaluation procas systematically examines need. in the re­
gion's wried "pia .. types,' tying land usc to transportation to help identify 
needed projocrs and .""fOgi'" Beyond ... pillli projects, new polici .. and inc ..... 
tiv .. involving the .IIIte and the private .ector can IIIke advanlllge of latent ca­
pacity in the system-sucb as by sbifting goods movement to off-peak hours. 

Even with a more efficient system, the region will need some additional capa'" 
ity to meet rising rmvel demand. Howcv.~ at visioning workshop. participanll 
.Imost universally recognized tbat the region cannot build its way out of eon­
gestion. Building new roads or adding lanes to ezisting On" is toO expensive, 
Ihe environmenTal impacrs are too great and adding capacity historicaUy ha. 
encouraged more driving and ultimately I.d to more congestion. For these rea­
sons, Plan 2035 recommeoda very limited road expansion_ 

} 

t2 

Enhtma and &ptmd Rail and Bus 
7ransit 

Plan 2035 makes enhancing ODd ex­
panding \nInsit a high priority. Added 
\nInoit service brings many bene&ts by 
.. moving caIS from the road, relieving 
cleveIopmenl pressure on open space, 
improving air quallty, enhancing energy 
efficiency, encoumging livable communi­
ties and reducing greenhouse gas emis­
sions. Workshop parricipanll 
throughout the region caUed for gmlrcr 
access 10 transit, particularly the rail nel­
work. 

Completion of the $8.7 billion Mass 
Tmosit Tunnel under the Hudson River 
(slated for 2017) will provide an ex­
""ordinary boost to regional ""osit. 
The tuanel wlll allow more Crequent 
service and bener connections for 
many riders, helping the region achieve 
a projected 42 percent increase in tran­
sit trips by 2035, 

Working with NJ Transit, the NJTPA 
will fund additional enhancements to 
the tnlDsit n.twork. Following compl ... 

PIAN 2035 c EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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tion of the tunnel. funding will be available for at least Ihe iniaal operating'eg­
menls a/several proposed rail expansions. These will have 10 be carefully 
planned in ooncut wirh rransir-oriented c1ewlopmenland other land usc meas­
ures to ensure ridership le.els meet federal funding requirements for cost-effec­
tive oper.lions. A stable source 0/ apemting funds al tbe .tate aDd lederal levels 
will also b. needed. 

Buses carry rho majority of lhe region', transil passengers. and an enhanced bus 
system mus, a""ompany any r.il expansion. Over lhe tife of the plan, the region 
should pursue innovative Bus Rapid TtlInsit systems apetllling along clediclted 
and semi-dedicalecl righ" of way. As with the hiShway network, Ihere win also 
be opportunities to improve Ih. ellicicm:y of the transit network through appli­
ailion of ITS teehnologies. new rail signal r.chnology .nd smaH-scalo targeted 
project!. 

In addilion, lhe .. gion mUll con­
tinue to look to the non-prolit and 
private sectors to provide ~rucial 
IUpport for the tnIJ1sit aDd addi­
tion.l.lcernaliv •• to driving. ID 
pamculaG Transportation Manage­
menl AIsociations oI/er .huttl. 
buses for a ..... 10 rhe transit Del­
work as wen as ridesharing and 
other servi .... many of whidl 
bridge th. "last mile" herw<en tran­
sit and employment sire .. In addi­
tion, private bus carriers provide 
heavily used express buses and Ihe 
region's ferry services provide flexi­
ble capa.ity and roulOS for .om­
muter ...... ro New York City. 

£nco_g. SnUlrl GroWtl1 tnul 
Liuabl. C01f81Iflllritios 

The greate8llong-term gain. in 
transportation efficiency wiU be 
made by modifyiDg land use pal­
terns in rhe region in keeping wilh 
lmart growth goals. This will re­
quire a .. ady shih away from Ih. 
auto-oriented sprawl of the paSI. 

eXECUTIVE SUMMARY . PlAN 2035 13 
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Plan 2035 encourages communities to pursue sUlminabie developm ... , ,hal 
will ",duce fiscal. environmental and other impacts. The plan tteognl ... ,bat 
more compact developmcnt'--CSpCCiallr if i, provide. and .upports options for 
uansit use and better a=mmoo. ••• walking and bic:ycling-5ignificandy ..... 
due .. g .... nhous. gas .missions. uses energy more efficiently and reduce. trip 
dilhlnce. and the need for driving. AU of these factors make for more livabl. 
communities. 

During Plan 2035 ourreach. lhe public "oiced general rupport for smart 
growth measu ..... including higher densiq development and a greater mix of 

land DSeS. A'lhe .ame rime. howeve~ 
there were concern.lhat certain changes 
might d18Stically .ltD, the character of 
communitie •• Neverrh.I .... the region 
mUir make coutinued_ Ulellured and dec:i­
rive progrns rowurdr .mart grow,h in the 
year. to come. 

Smart growth also .ncompass .. environ­
mental protection. PI.n 2035 .. ek. 10 ~ 
serve open space and natural resources in 
ways that are consistent with the region's 
.conomic h.alth. This includ .. working 
with rcsional developmenr agencies 
charged with mwardrbip of nsrural ..... 
sources including the Highlands Counc:il. 
Ih. Meadowlands Commission and the 
Pinelaods Commilsion, ensuring wise and 
halanced investments. 

Mtl1fi!i Clm_ Change and Enttrgy 
P.ffid."cy 

Tralltportation repr .... ts the largest .ingle 
source of gttenhou.e gas (GAG) emiSlion. 
in New Jersey, accounting for mOle than a 
Ihinl of the .11 .. •• rotal emiSlions. New 
vehicle reehnologies and a swireh to alter­
native fuel. may reduce greenhouse gaJ 

emission •• ubcmntiaDy over the next 2S 
y ..... but at the same rime lhe rcsion IDu.lt 

work ro reduce rhe mil .. of vehicle lind. 
R __ li:ring rIM. ,,,,,,bm, Now I"'., if. J.,.,,,, .. ,.", with , .. ".", /4",1.,., III,J ,<d' In Plan 2035. Ihe NJTPA has srrengthened 
turf., tit. NITPA ,,,,. "17'1"" 0' ·PI ... Jyp .. - '" h." iJn1lify i ... __ tIt«t will 
both S"PPMt iIP/lropn.r, dWllopmll" d,,4 bttlllddrru mobility "Itd,. 
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its investment principles to in­
clude • commitment 10 worIcing 
to meot the requirements of ,he 
.... , ••• Global Warming Response 
Ael. This will prepare the reg;on 
to address emerging fed .... 1 re­
quirements on peenhouae gues. 

Yet even as steps are taken to re­
duce greenhouse gas emission,. it 
is expected that the region's in· 
fraliUUClUre may soon face the 
impacts of clima,. change. Ris· CIb_ll ....... /r, IIfI/IIMuh Rq;on, p- c.-.,. 
ing sca levels and more severe 
weather could mean that briclgu. roads and other infraSlruct1lre-much of ir 
along critical evacuation routet--wiUsuffer incr.ased flooding and deleriora­
,ion. Some infruuucrure may Deed to be odapred or rebuilt to withstand 'he 
impacts of c1imal. chan",. The NjTPA·. commitment to pIlInnin& Eor c1imaro 
change will help add .... these issues. 

Closely related to the chaUen,e of clima .. change is the need to improve the re­
gion' ... ergy efficiency. including reducing dependence on fossil fuel •. The brief 
yel jntense !pike in gasoline prices in 200S gave the public. a1impae of the di. 
ruptions and hardships that can result from higher oil prices if grearcr eJletl)' 
efficiency i. not achieved. 

New Jersey baa established a gool 
of meeting 20 pcrcmt of the 
.ro .. •• eneIll' needs throu&h en­
ergy efficiency nnd COIIIervarion 
gains by 2020. Plan 2035 is co .... 
mitted 10 suppor,ing that BOIl 
within the uansponadon sector 
throu&h meoSll", IUch as pr0mo­

tion of smart growth, increased 
transit invcsrrnenrs and prioritiZ'O.~ 
don of investments that encour­
age ene'1lY efficiency. 
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,,,tU$tdt~ Route 78. SOlnet'set Cotmty 

1h.Future 

Wirh a view ro rhe lessons of the past and with wide input from rhe region's 
residenm and officials, Plan 2035 charm a re.listic, achievable course through 
the current economic uncerhlinties toward renewed growth and progress. The 
marketplace ulrimatl!ly will determine the shape of the region" economy over 
rhe next 2S years. Yet, a. has long been the case, transportation infrastructure 
win provide the crucial foundation that allows the region" busin ..... , citizens 
and communities to pursue new opportUnities. 

16 

The transportation investments and policies in Plan 
2035 offet the prospect of many benefits 0\I0t the next 
25 years: a broad-based and sustainable economic re­

covery; more energy efficient dcvtlopmcnt in cities, 
rowns and suburbs; support for new technologies and 
practices that wiD help meet Ih. challenges of climatl! 
change; new employment in green industries; prOtectl!d 
environmental resources, and many orhers. 

One criticsl key to .11 these booefi .. will be rho extl!n­
siv. and adaptable transportaliOll system that for cen­
turie. has been one of northern New Jersey's most vital 
economic assets. Implcmenrsuon of Plan 2035 will ... 
rhat it remains so far into tho future. 
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Regional c:-,diuatwI Human Senio. 
Tran., aLlalian 

The NjTPA's Regional Coordinated Human Services 
Tranaport1ltion Plan (CHSTP) provides a regional perspoe­
tive for ongoing effons by the region'. 13 counti •• to im­
prove human services transportation coordination for 
individuals with disabilities, old.r adulto, and people with 
low.r incom ••• The CHSTP was dev.loped in response to 
a fed .... l initiative called 'United W. Rid.,' tb. purpose 
of which is to simplify and coordinate rules and regulation. 
regarding access to and provision of special needs trans­
ponation suvices for greater cffiti.ncy and mo ... travel 0p­

tions for cli.nlS. 
The Regional CHSTp, adopred by the NJTPA 

Tru ..... in 2008, incorporates individ.al county plan 
anllyoil Ind input from stakeholder. and .. rvice provid· 
ing agencies. Recommendation. aim to ncilitate jn­
creaacd regional coordination of .ervic •• in rho NJTPA 
... gion and mile through r.gular dialogu. and infonna­
rion ,harinc amoRg service providers and client represen­
tatives. 

In ord.r to advance the CHSTP goals of promoting 
service coordination and increase mobility options, the 
NJTPA works in partnersbip with NJ Tranlit ro solicit 
projects for and fund grant programl that provide service. 
ro special n.eds popularions. Two federal grant programs, 
Job Ace ... and Reverse Commur. UARC) and New f .... -
dom are targeted It providinl transportation oplioJli to 
peopl. who lack access ro an automobile.. The JARC pro· 
gnun provides scrvicu to help low-income popuIatioRl in 
urban areas reach jobs in the suburbL The New freedom 
program i. intended to fund prognuns that provide dil­
.bled populations with transportation OCCClS to jobs. In 
addition, .. r.quired by tb. Americans with Diaabiliti •• 
Act, NJ Transit'. Access Link prognun provides paramnur 
service comparable to local transit service. Many counti .. 
in the region also provide paratransit systems for .. nior 
citizen. and others. 

F.ma,. 
...... ng.r ferrie. augment [he regional bus and rail 

transit .ylteJnJ providing 8 travel alternative for some 
30,000 rid ... b.tween New Jersey and Manhanan each 
day. 1Dn:e ferry opc:rototlserv. 18 different piers, han­
dling II many passengers IS more than 600 b ..... The rna­
joriry of ferries op.rate short rout .. across the Hudson 
River but th .... are also routes from Monmouth County 
accessing Manhattan in under one hour. 

76 

Perri .. prouid • • " importlllt' ITllIIW .It'''''';,,, "'''''''.n the 
rtlgion /llJd N.." York Cit)< Frrry • .",I .... /./TIIY Cit)< 

Ferri .. build imponanr flexibility and redundancy into 
the transportation ncrwork. After the Septmabcr 11th at­
tack! on the World Trade Center cloacd PATH acrvice ro 
Lowa Manhatbn, ferries provided access to the ..... while: 
the station was being ... built. During the blackout of 2003 
ferrie5 also provided service to .. randed train riders. Man: 
recently, in January 2009 when American Airlines Flight 
15~JI was forced to make In emerJl'llCl' water landing in 
the Hudson Rivc~ commuter ferri .. assisted Co.st Guard 
with rescue operations. 

The current r .... sion h •• worsened long-llanding fi­
nanci.l difficulties facing ferry operatoro. The region's 
larg..., ferry operata" New York Waterway., reponcdly 
hi. experienced a 12 pe",ent ridership dccJin. in februory 
2009 from a y.or eatlier, to 26,400 daily commuters. Esti· 
mated ridership by all opc:raro .. shows. 16 pc:rccnt dcclin. 
from April 2009 over the lOme month in 2008. 

This dccJining ridcrJhip hi. once apin railed the 
issu. of expanding public suppon to include subsidies for 
ferry operatioRl. This would help bold down fa ... in­
creases and ensure conrinued service on core loUtes 
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n .. ded to preserve 'he Hmbility and redundanq ferries 
provide to tbe tnuupomtion .y •• em. However, funding 
limitations-including a pressing n .. d for transit operat­
ing suppOrt .s reported in Chapter 8-make providing 
public operating subsidies problematic. Moreone; limit­
ing public support to capital funding i. consistent with 
long-ltanding policies relating to key private bus services 
• round the region. 

Still, the region sboDld explore laX incentives and o.her 
non·subsidy approaches to supporting the services in the 
nea,.. to mid-term. Capital funding shnuld also continue. 
Capital improvements such as restored ferry slips in Hob .... 
ken, now under coDStnlmon, a. well .. uPl\lllded _d and 
transit access could boloter ferry ridership. A. the ec:onomy 

recovera, new servIcea &om other IDeations ",ouod .he re­

gion should be explored. 

GoocIs~_nt 

Plan 2035 calls for improving the ellicienq of goods 
movemalt becawc of ir:s importance m the regional econ­
omy and quality of life. Many thouslnds of regional jobs 
are tied to the no"hern New J .... y goods movement oector 
which includes some of tbe nation'. busie .. &eight Cacili· 
tie .. including: 

• Port Newar\cIPott E1izabetb. tbe East Coa .. '. largest 
cootainer port; 

• Newark Liberty International Airport', lir carso Ca­
olities; 

• NJ Turnpike aod other major 
Inlmhte HighwayS; 

• Rail terminals connecting to 
poin.. tbroughout North 
America; 

• Wlarehouling aDd distribution 
Cacilili .. operated by .ome of 
the nation's largeR companies; 
and 

• The Easr Coast'. largest pe.ro· 
leum refinery and terminus for 
IWO major peuoleum products 
pipelin ... 

The seoor bandies a wide range 
of freight including coosumer 
good., perrolcum prod""t., food­

other benefits, the &eight aector brings tzanSpOrwion and 
environmental chan.nges that mlllt be addteaed. 

As discussed in Chapter 3 (Context.od Trends), do­
.pile the current downturn which has drama.ically n:duccd 
some &eight movement activity, OVer the long teno, Plan 
2035 foresees a signi6c:ant increase in regional &eight ac­
tivity. For example. the volum. of containers handled at 
the po" is projccred to double. Accommodating this in­
crease will require improvements in all &eight infrastruc­
rure. 

While NJTPA supports shifrinS &eight moYCrDtllt to 
non~k modes when possible, Pia" 2035 recognizes .be 
importance of investmenu lupporring nre and efficient 
trucking in the region given the predominant role or tnICk­
ing in £reiSht distribution. In addition, oE parrieular impor­
ranee is impro-.inl the efficien<y of traDSfcra of goods from 
one mode to anotber--from ship ro ",ii, rrom rail 10 trudc, 
hom large truck to ,mall trudc, ere:. The intermodal nature 

of virtually all goods movemen •• mean. tbat £reiCbt Cacui­
ties are hisbly imerdependent-problem. at one can .ffect 
many otbers throughout the system. Thil inlCrdependence 
i. the context for the following discuuion of recommended 
future improvements. 

Fre/gbt-II6latFd ProjoI;u j" the 116gioll 
NJTPA bas identified st,"relica to address freight in 

tbe region. Nearly all of tbem will require dose coope ... 
tion between the NJTPA. pI"ner agencies and the &eight 
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stuffs. recycled materials, waste and Plan 21lJ! <AU. for morr effjdelfl goods mowmmt to .rwlgtb,n 'he ,..,im.', 
more. Yet along with the jobs and .conom)' Port N_1t Chd"""I. 
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